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IN1994, photographer Alicia Hansen
turned a one-off class for disadvantaged
teens into NYCSalt, a volunteer-staffed
nonprofit that teaches professional-
grade skills similar to what these bud-
ding photographers would get if could
apprentice for a pro shooter. In the six
years since, her scrappy program has
blossomed into an important member
not just of the kids' communities

but also of the world of emerging
photographers.

This past June, the Sputnik Gallery
in New York hosted a benefit exhibi-
tion, and aspiring fashion photogra-
pher Devin DiSorio left the show with
internships at both Sputnik and Diane
von Furstenberg. “What they're capable
of producing at a young age by learning
as an apprentice would is really amaz-
ing,” Hansen says of her students.

Notably, she has also taken care to
instruct them on the entrepreneurial
possibilities of photography. She recalls
explaining to her students—most of
them teenage children of single immi-
grant parents—that they could “make
some money” by offering inexpensive
headshots. Student Christian Rod-
riguez, whose photos have a painterly
sensibility, swiftly set up shop in a local
preschool, earning $800 by offering
packages to parents. “I'm so proud,”
Hansen gushes. “He has amazing talent
and the willingness to go for it.”

Hansen, who started out as Joe
McNally's assistant 15 years ago, is now
raising funds to expand and develop a
curriculum that could be adopted else-
where. “This program has completed
my career,” she says. “It's fueled my pas-
sion for wanting to become better at
what [ do.” —KRIS WILTON
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